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M1 SINGAPORE FRINGE FESTIVAL 2013
16 – 27 FEBRUARY 2013
Call for Applications

The M1 Singapore Fringe Festival is an annual festival of theatre, dance, music, visual arts and mixed media created and presented by Singaporean and international artists. Themed differently each year, the Festival aims to bring the best of contemporary, cutting-edge and socially-engaged works to the Singapore audience. 

The M1 Singapore Fringe Festival is set to be a creative centre, with a twin-purpose of innovation and discussion; a platform for meaningful and provocative art to engage our increasingly connected and complex world. 

The theme for M1 Singapore Fringe Festival 2013 is Art and Entertainment. We are looking for works in all disciplines that will fall within that theme. A write-up of our curatorial statement, rationale for the theme as well as more information about what the Fringe Festival can offer you is attached at Annex A. 

We accept applications from professional Singapore and international artists / companies. The programme for 2012 is listed on our website (www.singaporefringe.com). It will provide you with some insight into the programmes, venues and workings of the festival.

Attached is an application form for M1 Singapore Fringe Festival 2013 and a brief on the application process.

Please include the following items in your proposal:

· Application Form I
· Annex 1
· Information about the Company

· Individual biographies of artists

· Artistic description of the work/ Synopsis   
· Relation to the theme of Art and Entertainment
· Reason for wanting to participate in the M1 Singapore Fringe Festival
· Annex 2

· Copy of the script
· Publicity and production images
· DVD/VCD/Video/CD of performance  
· Reviews, press cuttings and critiques
· List of past performances / exhibitions and venues 
· Technical specifications, design ideas, stage & lighting plans sketches, etc
· Any other supporting documentation

Please note that late or incomplete applications will not be entertained. 
Please also note that all submitted materials are non-returnable. 


1. A hard copy of your proposal 
(If your application is for a new work, please include the DVD/VCD/Video/CDs of previous works or rehearsal footage)
To be mailed to:          M1 Singapore Fringe Festival 
Marine Parade Community Building

278 Marine Parade Road #B1-02 

Singapore 449282

SINGAPORE

2. A soft copy of your proposal 
(In an editable word document format. 

All images of performance or work must be zipped into a single folder and uploaded via file-sharing sites like www.yousendit.com, www.sendthisfile.com, www.wetransfer.com or www.filedropper.com, and not as emailed attachments or embedded within your document)
To be emailed to:
 info@singaporefringe.com
If you have any queries, please contact us at info@singaporefringe.com
Please read the information attached carefully before submitting your application, and ensure that all questions have been answered. Applications must be completed in English. 

Successful applicants of the first round of shortlisting will be informed of the programming decision by 30th June 2012. 

Address: 
M1 Singapore Fringe Festival 



278 Marine Parade Road #B1-02 
Marine Parade Community Building



Singapore 449282

Tel:

+65 6440 8115

Fax:

+65 6440 9002

Email:

info@singaporefringe.com
Website:
www.singaporefringe.com

Art & Entertainment

"Entertainment and art are not isolated…
Entertainment is in art like colour in pictures."

- Martin Kippenberger

When we examine Art and Entertainment, there is a tendency to note how diametrically opposed they can be. Entertainment is often thought of as an event or activity that provides amusement and fun for the audience and participants. It implies a means towards enjoyment; a method of diversion from the serious trials and tribulations of daily life; a distraction from matters at hand. Through entertainment, we attain pleasure for pleasure's sake, and in being entertained, our minds are put in a state of relaxation. Entertainment could mean a state of playfulness, frivolity and levity - it is to be regarded as fun, to be consumed and then easily cast off and forgotten in time. 

Entertainment, with its primary aim to amuse and distract one from the harsh challenges of reality, may be stereotypical and/or reductive. One assumes that entertainment is light; it neither inspires us to ponder nor to reflect and contemplate. Entertainment reaches out to the mainstream and targets the common, lowest denominator.

Art, on the other hand, problematises an issue, unpacks an opinion, questions an assumption, deconstructs a myth, challenges conventions or an established way of perceiving reality. It engages more than entertain. It challenges one to read, interpret or make meaning of what one encounters. This is definitely a different activity from passively receiving what is before him/her; being titillated followed by a timely pay-off.

"Anyone who tries to make a distinction between education and entertainment 

doesn't know the first thing about either."

- Marshall McLuhan

Today, lines are blurred. One of art's roles is education. For some artists, entertainment is a necessary ingredient or strategy to educate without being pedantic. It requires talent and flair to craft a work that entertains whilst it informs and educates. With the mingling and interaction of different artistic disciplines, the definition of entertainment is very much challenged in contemporary art.

Entertainment provides one of the most robust and salient ways of educating and imparting knowledge and information. Through history, the art of narrative entertainment involves the use of parables to promote certain moral codes and activate personal and social awareness. Similarly, cultural institutions are acutely aware of the importance of entertainment in reaching out to audiences, as evidenced by activities in museums, picturehouses, libraries, and so on. 

"Art is moral passion married to entertainment. Moral passion without entertainment is propaganda, and entertainment without moral passion is television."

- Rita Mae Brown
 A work does not have to be esoteric, cutting-edge, experimental and exploratory before it is accepted as art. What is at stake is the integrity of the work and if it is done well, shouldn't it be a piece of art, whether or not it entertains? That is why contemporary art works can be both critically acclaimed and box-office successes.

Interestingly enough, the dichotomy between art and entertainment is oftentimes drawn by art creators themselves. In today's world, few - if any - art works are composed for the sake of pleasing specific patrons, aristocrats and royalty. Yet the notion of art being the pursuit of intellectuals and the well-heeled persists today. Is this differentiation necessary or would it merely serve the purposes of inflating the importance of Art (and subsequently its creators)? Does such elitism even warrant our attention and discourse in this day and age? If art fails to entertain - and fails to communicate as a result - does it have a purpose at all in our world?

“I believe that entertainment can aspire to be art, and can become art, but if you set out to make art you're an idiot.”

- Steve Martin

Join the Fringe as we tease out the intricacies and grapple with the relationships between art and entertainment. 16 – 27 January 2013. 

Get involved.

Find out more about the application process and download the application form at www.singaporefringe.com 

BASIC INFORMATION

Works Featured At the Fringe Festival

The M1 Singapore Fringe Festival is a curated event stretching over 12 days, and showcasing cutting-edge, innovative and contemporary works across all genres.  Most of the works that we present are completed productions by artists from all around the world, most of whom have had experiences staging their shows or exhibitions in their own countries or in other festivals. Occasionally we may commission artists to develop new works to be presented at the Festival. We are interested in works-in-progress, particularly because we see the Fringe Festival as offering a wonderful platform for artists to hone and present developmental creations, and that they will continue building on their work even after the presentation at the Fringe Festival.




Selection Process

Each year, there is a stipulated deadline for applications for participation in the Fringe Festival. Each application is then carefully assessed before we make our final selections for suitable works for the event. We may consider your proposal for a future year if we are interested in your work but are not able to programme it for the year you have applied for. 

Responsibilities of the M1 Singapore Fringe Festival and artists


The Festival is responsible for:
· Your venue, which is selected based on our understanding of your technical requirements (i.e. light, sound);

· Your technician(s) for set-up and strike;

· Your scheduling (you will usually be allocated between one to four full-length performances, with an average of four hours set aside from bumping in and technical rehearsals prior to the first performance
);

· All promotional and marketing collaterals (i.e. posters, promotional booklets, programme booklets, website, electronic and print mailers, etc.)

· Twin or triple-sharing accommodation for the period of your set-up and performance only;
· A token per diem (or meal coupons) during the period of your stay in Singapore;

· Public transport between the hotel and the venue for your set-up and performance ;

· An honorarium of SGD 500 for your participation.

You are responsible for:

· a well-presented and exciting performance or exhibition;

· your return air tickets to Singapore
;

· any return freight costs incurred for your works to be transported to Singapore;

· your production personnel such as assistants, managers and operators;

· any visas or work permits for entry into Singapore;

· any royalties that need to be paid for your performance or exhibition;

· the provision of detailed technical information, which need to be submitted to us within a month from the date of our acceptance of your proposal;

· the provision of additional media and publicity materials (if required) within a month from the date of our acceptance of your proposal.

M1 SINGAPORE FRINGE FESTIVAL 2013: 
ART AND ENTERTAINMENT

16 – 27 FEBRUARY 2013
APPLICATION FORM I

Closing deadline for applications is Friday 9 March 2012, 5pm Singapore time.
ARTIST / COMPANY DETAILS


Name of Artist or Company: _______________________________________________


Company Status (if applicable): _____________________________________________


Address: _______________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________


Phone: +_____ (country code) ______ (area code) _____________________________


Fax:     +_____ (country code) ______ (area code) _____________________________


Mobile: +_____ (country code) ______ (area code) _____________________________


Email: _____________________________ Website: ____________________________


Contact Person / Role:  ___________________________________________________



PERFORMANCE / EXHIBITION DETAILS

· This information will be used in promoting your performance/exhibition. 

· Please provide all information in English. If a non-English language is used, please provide a translation in English.

Performance / Exhibition Title: ______________________________________________


Primary discipline:________________________________________________________  
Author/ Playwright (if applicable): ___________________________________________


Language used (if applicable): ______________________________________________


Surtitles or English translation used (if applicable): ______________________________


Duration of work: ______________ minutes (Please state intermission time if applicable)
* Please note that all performances must be at least 40 minutes long.

Has this work been performed or exhibited previously?
Y / N  


If yes, where and when? __________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
Do you have production rights for this work?

Y / N  

(Please note that we will not knowingly produce a show unless it has the written permission of the playwright/ originator/ author. You are required to obtain this written permission from the playwright/ originator/ author and pay any obligatory fees for these rights, prior to performance at the Festival. It is your responsibility to obtain and clear any rights to works under copyright in advance, and be ready to provide written proof of these rights upon request. Failure to do so will result in disqualification from participation at the Festival.)

Minimum set-up time required: ____________________________________________
Minimum strike time required: _____________________________________________

Proposed venue/ type of venue: ____________________________________________

Size of required acting area / gallery space: ___________________________________

Can you share a venue?
Y / N  

Preferred dates of the Festival: _____________________________________________

Total number of people required to tour the work:  ______________________________
(Please note that the Festival will only provide technicians for set-up and strike, and you will need to travel with your own assistants, managers and operators)


Does your work contain material that audiences should be advised on, e.g., nudity, violence, strong language, use of strobe lights, etc? If so, please provide a detailed description below. 
(Works containing such materials will not be discriminated against. This information will solely be used for the application for licenses.)

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Name and role in production: _______________________________________________

Signature: _______________________

Date: ______________________

ANNEX 1

Information about the Company 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________

Individual biographies of artists
(Maximum of 200 words per bio. Text may be edited.)

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________

Artistic description of the work / Synopsis

_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________

Relation to the theme of Art and Entertainment
(Maximum of 200 words. Text may be edited.)

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________

Reason for wanting to participate in the M1 Singapore Fringe Festival

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________

ANNEX 2
(   Copy of the script 
(With a translation in English if necessary. Please attach the hard copy after Annex 2 and submit a soft copy as well.)

(   Publicity and production images 
Hard copies: 

Please attach prints after Annex 2

Soft copies: 

Images should be of high resolution at 300dpi, A4 size in jpeg format.
All images of performance or work must be zipped into a single folder and uploaded via file-sharing sites like www.yousendit.com, www.sendthisfile.com, www.wetransfer.com or www.filedropper.com, and not as emailed attachments or embedded within your document)
(   DVD/VCD/Video/CD of performance

(If your application is for a new work, please include the DVD/VCD/Video/CDs of previous works or rehearsal footage)

(   Reviews, press cuttings and critiques 
(With a translation in English if necessary. Please attach after Annex 2.)

(   List of past performances / exhibitions and venues 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________

(   Technical specifications, design ideas, stage & lighting plans sketches, etc
(Please attach after Annex 2)

(   Any other supporting documentation

(Please attach after Annex 2)

CHECKLIST:
The following items have been included in the proposal.

· Application Form I
· Annex 1
· Information about the Company

· Individual biographies of artists

· Artistic description of the work/ Synopsis   
· Relation to the theme of Art and Entertainment
· Reason for wanting to participate in the M1 Singapore Fringe Festival
· Annex 2

· Copy of the script
· Publicity and production images
· DVD/VCD/Video/CD of performance  
· Reviews, press cuttings and critiques
· List of past performances / exhibitions and venues 
· Technical specifications, design ideas, stage & lighting plans sketches, etc
· Any other supporting documentation

Please note that late or incomplete applications will not be entertained. 

Please also note that all submitted materials are non-returnable. 


1. A hard copy of your proposal
(If your application is for a new work, please include the DVD/VCD/Video/CDs of previous works or rehearsal footage)
To be mailed to:          M1 Singapore Fringe Festival 
Marine Parade Community Building

278 Marine Parade Road #B1-02 

Singapore 449282

SINGAPORE

2. Soft copy of your proposal 
(In editable word document format.

All images of performance or work must be zipped into a single folder and uploaded via file-sharing sites like www.yousendit.com, www.sendthisfile.com, www.wetransfer.com or www.filedropper.com, and not as emailed attachments or embedded within your document)
To be emailed to:
 info@singaporefringe.com



You are required to submit both a hard copy �and a soft copy of your application and annexes 


by Friday 9 March 2012, 5pm Singapore time.











You are required to submit both a hard copy �and a soft copy of your application and annexes 


by Friday 9 March 2012, 5pm Singapore time.








You are required to submit both a hard copy �and a soft copy of your application and annexes 


by Friday 9 March 2012, 5pm Singapore time.











�	 Please note that there will be variations to scheduling (i.e. frequency of performances, time for technical set-up and rehearsal), depending on the length and venue of your performances, genre/form, and availability of space.


�	 Exceptions may be made if we are able to obtain funding support from your respective embassies or cultural institutions. We usually encourage artists to apply to funding bodies such as arts and regional councils in their home country for traveling grants to festivals.





